A case of tuberculosis of the conjunctiva in association with a neighbouring lupus vulgaris lesion is reported. Both lesions resolved within one month of starting antituberculous therapy.
Tuberculosis of the conjunctiva is a rare condition. The 16 Case report A 25-year-old Zulu woman was referred with a six-month history of conjunctivitis of the left eye associated with an ulcer adjacent to the left nares. She had no other complaints and had previously been well. She had been treated with chloramphenicol ointment for three weeks, with no improvement.
On examination the visual acuity in the right eye was 6/6 and in the left eye was 6/12. The right eye was normal. There was a left-sided conjunctivitis with a mucopurulent discharge, with superficial ulceration of the lower lid margin, obliteration of the punctum, and cicatricial entropion ofthe lid (Fig 1) . The lower third ofthe cornea showed mild superficial stromal scarring, with a Hudson-Stahli ferritin line. The eye was otherwise normal. There was no palpable preauricular or other regional lymphadenopathy. There was a chronic superficial ulcer of the skin under the left nares (Fig 2) . The nose and throat were normal. The skin lesion was thought most likely to be lupus vulgaris, and a provisional diagnosis of primary tuberculous lupus vulgaris with an associated tuberculous conjunctivitis was made.
The conjunctival swab yielded Staphylococcus aureus on culture, sensitive to chloramphenicol. No acid-fast bacilli were seen on microscopy. Treatment with chloramphenicol ointment was given for one week, with no improvement. The Mantoux test was strongly positive. The chest x ray was normal. Biopsy specimens were taken from the skin lesion and the conjunctiva. Histology of the skin lesion showed appearances consistent with lupus vulgaris, with tuberculoid granulomata being present in the papillary dermis ( Figs 3A, B) . Histology of the con- The patient was treated with a standard anti- 
